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Abstract: The authors of this chapter reveal the relevance of the interaction
between tourism and culture for the purpose of urban regeneration in the
example of the town of Smederevo, the Republic of Serbia. They analyze the
town’s cultural and historical values and advantages for the development
of tourism, in direct communication with urban methods required to revitalize the entire area and the town itself. Through the analysis of good practices of urban regeneration of the towns of Genoa and Dresden, the authors
indicate possible guidelines for achieving the most effective urban regeneration. The aim of this chapter is to examine the opportunities that tourism and culture provide for the successful urban regeneration of the town of
Smederevo, in order to contribute to a better understanding of their mutual
relation.

INTRODUCTION

U

rban regeneration is a complex procedure of renewing the degraded physical structure of
a part of a town in order to stop its further degradation which may lead to major changes
in the social and economic profile and the structure of the population (Roberts et al., 2017).
Regarding tourism, urbanism may be observed as an up-to-date interaction between the concepts of urban space and the social environment. Economic opportunities arise almost daily, in
accordance with the actual state of a town and a country. The economic impulse reverses after
urban regeneration activation, which results in the creation of different living standards and
quality of life. All this triggered the town’s development in every single aspect, as well as the
development of tourism, which does not reflect only on the town itself but on the wider area,
country, and region (Milosavljević, 2019).
Tourism not only promotes the economic position of a place and/or town but spurs continuous
regeneration of all the elements contributing to the development of tourism. Urban regeneration is continuously implemented while not a single town segment is left out and all the segments are deemed unique. Moreover, the potential for cultural, infrastructural, and urban development is activated, the topic of globalization is analyzed and competition with other localities
developed (Fletcher, 1989). Cultural tourism is one of the first forms of tourism. Throughout
the time, this type of tourism has been considered a “grand tour”, providing an opportunity for
an educational acquaintance with a town. Today, if we’re talking about cultural tourism, we’re
talking about the type of tourism that’s much more than the simple “disinterested walking” by
the cultural monuments (UNWTO, 1993).
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Cultural tourism may help the system of regeneration where the town has used up all its economic and social resources for creating cultural policy, holding cultural events, etc. (Lak et al.,
2020). It may renew old town quarters and stimulate economic growth (Timothy, 2021; Chen &
Chen, 2010; Lak et al., 2020). Cultural considerations should be given the main role in the process of sustainable and integrated regeneration (Smith, 2007) and sustainable spatial development (Popović et al., 2021).
The activation of the urban space for the purposes of tourism as one of the main ways of improving the economic standing of a town requires that all receptive factors and/or, social, anthropological, cultural, and historical and traffic potentials of a relevant town are in place. This is a
basic or a starting point for tourism development and for emerging capacity and obligations that
a town has to support in order to have the highest quality offer.
This requires continuous regeneration and a clear picture of available values, the creation of
extra capacities for visitors, and renewed public spaces to create a modern attraction for both
the new and temporary visitors and the town inhabitants. It is necessary to form a simple balance that will highlight the interaction between the cultural and the public, permanent and the
temporary; mix the “branches” of the industry, culture, housing, and tourism into one big whole
(Milosavljević, 2019).
This chapter concerns the case study of the town of Smederevo (the middle-sized town), one of
the regional centers, with devastated industrial areas and located near medieval fortifications
on the Danube River and archaeological sites as extremely important cultural assets of Serbia.
Through the analysis of examples of good practices of urban regeneration of Genoa and Dresden, where the economic and social environment directly affect the development of tourism
and the maintenance of heritage, the authors have developed the guidelines for the more effective urban regeneration of the town of Smederevo. Conclusions were made based on the benchmark analysis and comparative analysis techniques. Following the above, this chapter presents
the opportunities created by the emerging tourism and culture for successful urban regeneration in the example of the town of Smederevo, to better understand their consequential relations.
2.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Smederevo is a town situated on the banks of the Danube, the second-largest European river, in
the North-East of Serbia (Figure 1). The town has about 65,000 inhabitants and is only 46 km
away from Belgrade, the capital of Serbia (The Spatial Plan of the town of Smederevo 20102015-2020, 2005). As mentioned above, Smederevo has direct contact with the Danube river,
which makes this town connected to other towns and settlements located on the same river.
Throughout history, the Danube route has been concerned the main road. It is precisely on this
route that the fortifications were built to have direct communication with the water, banks, and
natural goods as the existential recourses available to the town population. The Danube route
has directly connected all medieval fortifications and their rich histories, still not recognized
as special landmarks with foundations preserved until nowadays. All of the mentioned facts
present the basic potential of the town of Smederevo. This refers to the micro position and the
extremely favorable geographic and traffic position between the two European corridors, the
motorway and the waterway - the Danube river. Thus, the infrastructural aspects are used to
the maximum, based on the high-quality connection between the town and other landmarks
(Čeliković, 2011).
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Smederevo is one of the main transit centers and can contribute economically to the development of Serbia. It is considered one of the regional centers. It’s historically been known as the
northernmost port. According to the strategic documents of Serbia (Spatial Plan of the Republic of Serbia from 2010 to 2020, 2010), this town has got a profile of a port town and multifunctional traffic hub, whose resources should cover a much wider area of the Republic of Serbia and
its economical and industrial development. Industry of Smederevo is developed on the banks
of the river, along with some of the most important areas of the town, often positioned near the
area of extreme importance – the Medieval Fortress of Smederevo.

Figure 1. Position of the town of Smederevo on the map of Serbia
Source: Milosavljević, 2019

Industrial complexes are located to the West of the town center, in indirect contact with the
western towers of the Smederevo Fortress, but also to the East of the Fortress, with the facilities in the area of Godomin that used to be a huge zone with industrial complexes, planned for
construction of an industrial park, that nowadays hosts only a few active remnants (Stojković,
1998). The most important industrial zones of the town of Smederevo are the zone of the Old
Ironworks of Smederevo and the zone of Godomin, the field of Godomin (Figure 2). The mentioned industrial areas have been neglected and refurbished, with underutilized opportunities of
the existing industrial complexes, which most likely stems from a lack of understanding of the
value they may create or the value they could have created. The neglect of industrial values as
intangible goods is most often the reason for underdeveloped towns and countries and/or their
economic and social potentials (Milosavljević & Dobričić, 2021).
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Figure 2. View of industrial zones in the town of Smederevo
Source: Milosavljević, 2019

In this chapter, the authors deal with the scope of touristic potential of the town of Smederevo
and its narrow district as well as the touristic potential in the immediate vicinity of the town
and the contact with the Danube River. They examine the possibilities of the town and its networking with other localities on the stretch of the river Danube. After presenting the advantages
of the development of tourism and characteristic cultural and historical values, the chapter presents examples of good international practices implemented through models of urban regeneration, in the towns of Dresden and Genoa. The main reasons for choosing the mentioned examples are the following basis norms: a) the town’s contact with water (river/sea), b)town with
developed tourism that presents a unique opportunity for regeneration, c) a town with cultural
identity and preservation of cultural and historical heritage.
By defining the guidelines for the urban regeneration of the case study, the authors examine the
valorization of the given examples and find possible solutions. They make conclusions based on
benchmark analysis, a technique of comparative analysis that searches for the best practices that
may inspire the urban regeneration of the town of Smederevo. Benchmarking is a new method
that was introduced into theory and practice in the early 1980s of the 20th century, and its full
application has come to light at the very end of the 20th century (EBRD, 2020; Štoković, 2004).
3.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

3.1. Tourism and the culture of the town of Smederevo
serving the purpose of urban regeneration
Within the narrower and relatively wider district of the town of Smederevo, tourism is only
partially developed. The most impressive segment of Smederevo is the fortress. However, it is
included in tourism at the state level, meaning that it has not been activated in the sphere of tourism that refers to the cultural goods of Smederevo only. On the contrary, the fortress is activated
in the other, comprehensive sphere that focuses on the cultural goods of Serbia of special significance (Figure 3). This means that the visitors will only see the fortress complex during their
trip, but not the other cultural goods of the town itself, which directly leads to their neglect. As
already mentioned, it is necessary to activate each segment of the town of Smederevo in order
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to have it better presented and increase the number of its visitors. It is precisely in this way that
the awareness of the town will increase (Milosavljević, 2019).
During the 15th century, in the midst of Turkish rule, Smederevo became the last capital city of
the Serbian medieval state and the ecclesiastical life. For the purpose of strategic defense from
the attacks coming from the North and West and bearing in mind the fact that Smederevo used
to be a the border with the northern and western neighbors of Serbia, a Serbian 15th-century despot Đurađ Brankovic built a fortress of great capacity, considered as unique and the largest lowland fortress in Europe. The ramparts of the fortress still exist. Although they have been revitalized to a certain level, they testify to the turbulent past of the town and are unique indicators of
the importance of Smederevo, which, throughout history, exceeded the local and regional dimensions. At that time, Smederevo officially became a center at the crossroads of civilizations, where
the influences of the East and West merged. The fortress was built on the model of the Constantinople defense fortifications. It was placed on the right bank of the Danube river and occupied 11
ha (Popović, 1980), while its wider district today enters into the urban structures.

Figure 3. The town of Smederevo
Source: https://www.palelive.com/prica-o-smederevu-gradu-pobratimu/

The Smederevo Fortress (Figure 4) represents a historical and cultural good of the town of
Smederevo and is an unavoidable gathering place for visitors. Positioned on the river Danube at
the confluence of the river Jezava and the river Danube on the northernmost side of the urban
district of the town, it offers a special sight-seeing opportunity to the visitors both inside the
fortress and in the surrounding area. Within a rich historical context and a recognition as one
of the largest lowland fortresses in Europe, it is a sign of recognition of the town of Smederevo.
A fortress has been recognized on the UNESCO preliminary World Heritage List, since 2010.
(https://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5538/). This fortress still has no defined connection
with the coast and their interaction has not been fully implemented. Next to the fortress, there
is a museum that has been founded during the past few decades. The museum offers the visitors time travel through the history of the town of Smederevo, starting from the earliest ancient
period until the mid-20th century. The material and immaterial elements found in the course
of history can be seen at the museum. Those elements represent the only sources that testify to
the long-lasting existence of the town and the fortress and provide evidence and historical facts
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about the life of the town of Smederevo and Serbia of that time, in general. The Danube quay
is also a must for the visitors to see since it establishes a unique connection with the main town
promenade as well as the town center.
A wider area of the town of Smederevo comprises the facilities of great or exceptional importance and a more recent date, built during the 18th and the 20th century. These facilities include
the complex that is the building of Golden Hill Villa, situated in the suburban area of Smederevo,
a part of the town known as Plavinac (Figure 5). The Summer House of the Obrenović family
encompasses a vineyard and a park, offering idyllic views that revive the period when this summer house was actively used. It is considered to be the property of great significance. Jugovo is
one of the modern resorts. As already mentioned, it is located 5 kilometers from Smederevo and
includes a complex of the spacious cultural resort with public facilities (Milosavljević, 2019).
Jugovo has also been deemed the property of great significance. The significant cultural monuments of the town of Smederevo also include the Republic Square, the Church of St. George
dated 1850, the building of the Administration from the second half of the 20th century, and the
Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary from the second half of the 15th century.

Figure 4. The medieval fortress, the town of Smederevo, a map of the former town district
Source: Popović, 1980

One of the forms of cultural tourism is the organization of cultural events (Liu, 2014). Smederevo
is a town known for events that are organized throughout the year (https://www.visitsmederevo.
com/index.php/dogadjaj/12/Kalendar-manifestacija;
https://filipovicfilip.wordpress.com/
najpoznatije-smederevske-manifestacije/). Festivals and events which represent an important
type of tourism build a completely new image of the town. The local competent authorities
strive to create an interaction between the residents and the visitors, on the one hand, and the
historical events and cultural goods of special significance for the town, on the other hand.
Although tourism is an underdeveloped branch of industry, it has an emerging potential at the
regional level. The mentioned events and their specific characteristics mark almost every month
of the year, with at least one manifestation.
The “Smederevo Autumn” represents a tourist and economic event held every year in September.
It symbolically honors the grapes and wines of the Smederevo vineyards. In addition to the rich
cultural and artistic programs organized in the Smederevo Fortress and along the streets of the
town center, and the wine exhibitions, the town may also boast of a parade of medieval knights.
Today, this event has become one of the most important events in the Danube district, with some
fundamental traits of fairness. The “Nušić’s days” festival in Smederevo is traditionally held in
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April, with the aim of popularizing the work of the poet Branislav Nušić. This festival comprises
theater performances, scientific gatherings, tribunes, exhibitions, and publishing activities. It is
also called the “Smederevo Poetry Autumn” which is an international poetry festival organized
in October. It brings together thousands of poets from around the world.
The “Fortress Theater” is yet another cultural event that takes place in August. The theater program is carried out in the Small Town of the Smederevo’s Fortress, in the open space – the open
square. Foreign theaters participate as well.
In addition to the festivals described, there are wine fairs, art colonies, carriages, and music festivals (https://www.visitsmederevo.com/index.php/dogadjaj/12/Kalendar-manifestacija; https://
filipovicfilip.wordpress.com/ the most famous-Smederevo-manifestations /).

Figure 5. Map of the tourist facilities in Smederevo
Source: Milosavljević, 2019

As for the availability of accommodation units for temporary housing of the tourists and the
visitors, it’s noticeable that the number of hotels, apartments and the like has been reduced to
the minimum. The reason for this is the economic situation of the town and the implementation
of the system of already available recourses. The current temporary accommodation is mostly
located along the river Danube and in the center of the old town (Figure 6).

Figure 6. Map of accommodation units along the Danube River in the town of Smederevo
Source: Milosavljević, 2019
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On the other hand, the number of private apartments and studios is noticeably higher. They are,
nevertheless, also located in the peripheral town district. It may be concluded that the development
of such facilities is a prerequisite for encouraging tourism development and the number of visitors.
3.2. Tourism and culture in a broader context – the Danube route
In this case, tourism refers to the local and surrounding elements of cultural and natural
goods that can be visited along the Danube route. With a planned construction of the marina,
Smederevo endeavors to become a port town. As one of the important stations along the Danube route, Smederevo can be included in the highly visited locations. Moreover, the town would
be an indispensable segment of the tourist route - a fact that would assign Smederevo an additional role in the touristic and urban regeneration. This would trigger the regeneration of all vital
landmarks of the town.
The cultural heritage of the Danube route includes three fortresses, the Belgrade, Ram, and Golubac, as well as two archeological sites, Vinča and Lepenski Vir. The Belgrade Fortress is a city
town fortress that dates back to the beginning of the 1st century. Later on, it developed into a
Roman castrum, a Byzantine castle, and finally into a medieval fortress. At present, it is registered as a unique cultural and historical monument hosted within the Kalemegdan Park (https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgrade_Fortress). The fortress complex includes several zones within
the upper and lower town, connecting this wide area directly to the river Danube. Encircled by
double ramparts built through different historical periods and reigns, this fortification became
one of the main defense fortresses. Today, this fortress is a cultural good of exceptional significance and it is particularly responsible for the further development of the city.
The Ram Fortress is located on a rock to the Northeast and has direct contact with the Danube River (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ram_Fortress). This fortification was considered one
of the most significant defense points. Although it is assumed that it was formed opposite the
Haram Fortress (of which we have no remains), today the Ram Fortress is deemed a cultural
monument of great significance. The Republic of Serbia has adopted numerous projects for the
active regeneration of this Fortress.
The Golubac Fortress is also positioned on the Danube River, like other fortresses. It belongs
to the Đerdap National Park and stands on the high cliffs above the Danube narrowing, at the
entrance to the Đerdap gorge. The Fortress has a trapezoidal shape and consists of two parts.
The upper part includes the citadel, whereas the foundations of the front part lie in the water.
Unlike the medieval fortresses, Vinča is an archeological prehistorical site. At a distance of 14
km from Belgrade, on the Danube River, this prehistorical site named “Belo Brdo” became a
world-famous archeological site with remains from the Neolithic period (Regulation on Adoption of Spatial Plan for the Special Purpose Area of the International Waterway E80 (i.e. the
Danube or Pan European corridor VII), 2015). Lepenski Vir is also an important Neolithic and
Mesolithic archeological site. It is located in Serbia, in the Đerdap Gorge of the Danube river. It
is the seat of one of the most important and complex prehistoric cultures. Seven settlements and
about 136 residential and sacral buildings were discovered at this site.
Smederevo is a part of several different tourist routes. One of them is the Danube route which
consists of the natural goods of national and international significance, such as the “Deliblatska
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peščara” and the National Park Đerdap. The “Deliblatska peščara”, better known as the “Banatski
Pesak” (Engl. The Sand of Banat), is the only sandstone in Europe located on the river Danube,
in the immediate vicinity and opposite to the stretch between Kostolac and Ram (Figure 7).
This natural monument of the Pannonian lowlands is one of the habitats of specific species of
flora and fauna which are extremely rare in Europe and the world. The “Deliblatska Peščara”, a
special nature reserve, covers an area of 35,000 ha and forms part of the ecological network of
Serbia (Dobričić et al., 2018). Today, this area is intended for recreation, hunting, fishing, and
nautical and ecological tourism. Since 2002, it has been part of the preliminary list of UNESCO
as an area of exceptional natural values.

Figure 7. Presentation of natural and cultural goods along the Danube route
Source: Milosavljević, 2019

The National Park Đerdap is located on the very border between Serbia and Romania (Milosavljević, 2019; Dobričić & Sekulić, 2020). The area of this National Park is almost 95,000 ha,
including the highly protected area of 63,000 ha. Imbued with direct communication with the
river Danube, this national park hosts a narrow wooded hilly, and mountainous belt that runs
along the river Danube and rises above the river at an altitude of 50 to 800m. It received the status of a national park in 1974. The National Park comprises several monuments of cultural and
historical heritage, dating back to the period of ancient Rome and through the medieval fortifications. Examples are the sites of Diana, Trajan’s Bridge, Trajan’s Tablet, Roman limestone,
and Golubac town. The main feature of the park is the large forest which covers more than 64%.
Đerdap is considered one of the most important natural national parks.
One of the oldest routes, the Danube route, follow up a development of ancient towns in the
Balkans, dating back to the 2nd and 12th centuries (Maksić et al., 2018; Dobričić et al., 2016).
Still insufficiently researched, the route along which the Roman towns developed represents
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a reasonable stretch for the formation of towns pertains to the east stretch that completely follows the Danube route (Figure 8). The specific importance of this route is also supported by
the fact that it has been the host for the construction of the most relevant towns of Serbia, from
its ancient history to nowadays. The modern towns were built precisely on the sites of former
ancient cities, such as Singidunum and Mediana. The segments of ancient towns are still being
intensively explored, although their walls and foundations have been covered with high levels
of the earth due to frequent floods and land deposits. Another such town is called Viminacium,
not far away from the town of Smederevo. It is completely located underground, due to natural
disasters (Ministry of Economy and Regional Development, 2007).

Figure 8. The Roma roads
Source: Ministry of Economy and Regional Development, 2007

The Danube bicycle route is yet another route where the town of Smederevo is located, as the
point of interest (Figure 9). It starts in Hungary and completely follows some of the most important goods. It has direct contact with the Danube River. This route follows the course of the river
itself. The last stop of the route in Serbia at the location of Negotin, on the border with Romania.
From this point, the route continues successfully through other countries. What is also interesting is that, because of the geological characteristics of Serbia, the sections of the route passing through Serbia are the greatest challenge. With the starting stop at “Bački Breg”, through
the towns of Sombor, Apatin, Belgrade, Pančevo, Stara Palanka, Ram, Golubac, Donji Milanovac, and Kladovo to the final stop at Negotin, the distance covers a total of 667 km. In addition to the direct bicycle line, there are also alternative side routes and the so-called “Detour, or
detour” stretch. Alternative routes follow similar paths to the main routes, but the focus is on
moving toward the natural reserves.
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An example is the “Deliblatska Peščara”, through and around which an alternative route passes.
On the other hand, the Detour routes are focused on suburban traffic. They are considered as
connection stretches to the main routes and are located within the towns (in particular, Novi Sad,
Belgrade, Smederevo, and Kostolac). The cycling route provides idyllic views of the river and
cultural goods visible from the opposite side of the bank or the river. Although the route is one
of the most challenging, it is also the path most abundant with unique views of the river Danube.

Figure 9. Bicycle route in the Danube corridor
Source: http://archive.danubecc.org/upl/ICT/ICT_leaflet_DCC_Serbia.pdf

3.3. Examples of good practice – Genoa and Dresden
Tourism, as a unique urban type of modern industry, often occurs in places where the former
industry is not active anymore or is not regulated. The regeneration of such facilities leads to
the renovation of former complexes to serve artistic purposes and attract the general public, to
the museums and cultural centers for visitors (Brown, 1998). This chapter represents the examples of Genoa and Dresden areas’ successful outcomes of regeneration.
Genoa (Figure 10) is a town located in the Gulf of Genoa on the Mediterranean coast, in Northwestern Italy. It is the sixth-largest town in Italy and the capital of the province of Genoa,
densely populated with 650,000 inhabitants. Genoa is 510 km away from the capital city of
Rome. It stretches in a narrow belt between the sea and a hill - 9 km wide, 22 km long, and has
a total area of 240 km2 (Menchawy, 2008). The town is divided into three separate units: central
(concentration of cultural and historical heritage, services, and public services), western (industrial activities), and eastern (housing function). The town suffered a loss of population due to the
sharp decline of traditional industry.
Genoa is a very clear example of a town where tourism is considered a unique possibility for
regeneration (Galdini, 2005). After a deep crisis, Genoa sustained during the 20th century, it has
intensively recovered its identity and role in the economic and social system. Today, the town
has resorted to its roots of historical sites, discovering the remaining undiscovered sources and
developing an urban and cultural revitalization to participate jointly in the emerging tourism
industry. They have built a clear relation between the tradition and innovation and/or the current
state of cultural goods as a resource of the identity of the town, but also of social significance a state that strives towards the town’s modernization. The alignment between the two took place
in parallel place with the regeneration that supported both tasks. The main challenges are the
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continuous struggle with decay in all forms, starting from social to physical. The regeneration
program included the complete preservation of the old town.
The main challenges were related to both the process of revitalization of cultural goods and the
process of rebuilding the coast, with the goal to start a new relationship with the old town and
thus completely modify the town and the complete functional system. In order to better rebuild
the town, it was necessary to be active on two fronts. It was required, on the one hand, to reactivate micro-centers, and on the other hand, to include all public interventions to revive the original state of the town and represent its identity.

Figure 10. The town of Genoa
Source: https://maclaine.ca/2013/09/08/the-winding-seaside-streets-of-genova/

The 1999 Operating Plan for Historic Town Center protected historical values from decay,
restored significant architectural heritage, and changed the perception of Genoa from an industrial town to a tourist, cultural, and sports center (Menchawy, 2008). The town was renovated
for the first time in 1992 with the addition of new facilities (exhibition, shopping center, Opera,
etc.). The metro was extended and connected to the port and the railway station, a pedestrian
connection was installed in the town center and the industrial port and brownfield were converted into new urban spaces. As a result, the town made a contact with the sea, the old town
was active again and revitalized cultural goods received a UNESCO World Heritage nomination (Brown, 1998; http://www.genovameravigliosa.com/en/urban-regeneration).
The example of Dresden (Figure 11) is another solution in which renewal and regeneration were
widely represented. Dresden is a town on the banks of the Elbe river in the Saxony region which
hosts half a million inhabitants in the area of 328,3 km² and is the fourth largest town in Germany. It is located on the left and right banks of the river Elbe and the town center (Old Town
- Altstadt) is positioned on the left bank of the river (https://sh.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dresden).
Known as the center of music and a strong art scene, Dresden gradually lost its identity after
the emergence of socialist parties. It experienced the most difficult period in its history during
World War II when it was the most bombed town in Europe. After the war, Dresden became part
of the German Democratic Republic and one of its most important industrial centers. The town
was renovated in the realistic and socialist-style, but important cultural and historical monuments were faithfully reconstructed and most of the town was renovated according to its prewar appearance. The ruins of the war existed until the end of the 20th century. Today, the town
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is an important cultural, political and economic center, famous for its Baroque cultural monuments (https://urbact.eu/dresden; Milosavljević, 2019; https://sh.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dresden).
The historic center of the town with the 18 km distance long valley of the Elbe river has been
recognized and placed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2004 and removed in 2009,
when, contrary to UNESCO opinion, a four-lane bridge was built.

Figure 11. The town of Dresden
Source: https://co.pinterest.com/pin/364017582359701611/?amp_client_id=CLIENT_ID(_)&mweb_unauth_
id=&simplified=true

4.

FUTURE RESEARCH DIRECTIONS

Further research may include the interaction between industrial and cultural content and the
presentation of tourist activities whose potential has not been fully utilized by the town of
Smederevo. Regeneration would permeate through the reactivation of the complete industrial
heritage, creating the interaction with the coast and aspiring to form an area suitable for the
development of tourism or housing. The goal is to emphasize the unique appearance of the
town of Smederevo through the best cultural and public presentation, as well as to give a quality example of urban regeneration in general.
5.

CONCLUSION

Tourism in Smederevo has the perspective to become a significant economic activity. Key aspects
include the preservation and improvement of existing and new tourist resources (General Town
Plan of Smederevo, 2009; Spatial Plan of Smederevo 2010-2015-2020, 2005). The Danube River
presents the greatest potential for the town of Smederevo, and there are tendencies and goals to
include it in various European projects that cover the towns situated along the Danube River and
the existing Danube routes. This would imply the presentation of cultural potentials, the inclusion of bicycle paths, and the activation of Danube marinas. The Smederevo Fortress is a functional and spatial determinant of special importance for the town of Smederevo. In addition to the
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facility conservation, the required activities include the provision of a strong physical connection
of this monument with the town fabric. The goals refer to the appurtenant cultural goods of great
importance within the town core and separate districts that represent the main tourist attraction
of the town including their active presentation and revival of their original potential.
Simultaneously with the regeneration, the notion of cultural tourism is coming to light, as one
of the modern industrial branches that is far more active in the cities of countries other than Serbia. In order to understand cultural tourism as one of the methods of site recovery, elements of
the town have been explored that, regardless of the current situation, can fulfill the purpose of
their renewal. The active routes are pointing to the importance of tourism not only at the town
level but also at the level of the stretch of the Danube which in its never ending flow makes
direct contact with the relevant cultural, historical, and natural goods (such as the local nature
reserves and historical fortifications). The diversity leads to the conclusion that the inclusion of
the town of Smederevo in active tourism branches can positively affect the development of the
town’s capacities and other contents.
Examples of good practices from Genoa and Dresden reveal the benefits of urban regeneration. First of all, these are just some of the examples where the areas of cultural significance
are transformed into places of consumption. This does not reduce their significance but forms a
relationship between culture as a town identity and the economic resources entailed in the heritage. Thus, the number of visitors is increased, and so is the income.
The urban regeneration of Genoa and Dresden confirms the importance of using an integrated
approach to cultural policy, urban intervention, and creating the link between tradition and innovation (Galdini, 2005). Based on the conducted analyzes, it can be concluded that the goals of
urban regeneration of Smederevo should be improving the environment and the quality of life of
the inhabitants, preserving the cultural heritage and unique facilities, restructuring the economic
activity in tourism, and developing of a port town, rehabilitation of the urban structure, etc.
Guidelines for the urban regeneration of the town of Smederevo which can lead to positive solutions (Milosavljević, 2019; Milosavljević & Dobričić, 2021) could be as follows: to establish a
contact of the Danube quay with Smederevo Fortress, which is on the preliminary UNESCO
World Heritage List, to activate the neglected cultural content, to promote cultural events in the
town (manifestations, etc.), to form new stops on the Danube tourist routes in the town (cultural, bicycle and Roman), to encourage easier movement through the town (bicycle and pedestrian paths) and define tourist routes in the town and to focus on the river traffic and marina
planning, etc.
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